
Standardization of Sanskrit for Electronic Data 
Transfer and Screen Representation 

 
Text Encoding Guidelines 
During the 8th World Sanskrit Conference, Vienna 
1990, a panel was held to discuss the 
standardization of Sanskrit for electronic data 
transfer. 
 
8-bit character set for text display 
Finally, although the above two provisions cover 
all essential needs, the panelstill felt that a 
standard assignment of graphic codes for the 
display of Sanskrit transliteration would be 
helpful. An ad hoc committee of interested parties 
was formed, and two 8-bit "code pages" were 
designed. One, Classical Sanskrit (CS), for 
standard use and another, Classical Sanskrit 
Extended (CSX), which included the former, but 
also provided for Vedic, MIA, Tamil and some 
special usages. These code pages take as their 
point of departure IBM's code page 437, the 
default set of character codes built into the IBM PC 
and clones.  
 
These codes were chosen to have minimal impact 
on the standard IBM PC extended ASCII character 
set, but they are intended for general use in 
displaying Indological texts on any machine with 
an 8-bit (or greater) character set. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Key strokes Pàli
Character

Arial
Equivalent

Chandra’s CSX Norman BRM

Alt+ a à à Alt+ 0224 +0140 +0185

Alt+Shft+ a â â Alt+ 0226 +0238 +0176

Alt+ i ã ã Alt+ 0227 +0180 +0186

Alt+Shft+ i ä ä Alt+ 0228 +0231 +0177

Alt+ u å å Alt+ 0229 +0232 +0188

Alt+Shft+ u æ æ Alt+ 0230 +0242 +0178

Alt+ t ñ ñ Alt+ 0241 +0173 +0169

Alt+Shft+ t ò ò Alt+ 0242 +0233 +0168

Alt+ d ó ó Alt+ 0243 +0182 +0140

Alt+Shft+ dd ô ô Alt+ 0244 +0223 +0151

Alt+ l ë ë Alt+ 0235 +0194 +0172

Alt+Shft+ l ì ì Alt+ 0236 +0226 +0153

Cont+ m ÿ ÿ Alt+ 0255 (Chandra)
Alt+ 0164 (CSX)

+0215 +0174

Cont+Shft+ m Ñ Ñ Alt+ 0209 (Chandra)
Alt+ 0170 (CSX)

+0 +0183

Alt+ m ü ü Alt+ 0252 +0181 +0156

Alt+Shft+ m ý ý Alt+ 0253 +0 +0150

Alt+ y ¤ ¤ Alt+ 0164 +0150 +0241

Alt+Shft+ y ¥ ¥ Alt+ 0165 +0 +0209

Alt+ n õ õ Alt+ 0245 +0246 +0133

Alt+Shft+ n ö ö Alt+ 0246 +0 +0164

Cont+ n ï ï Alt+ 0239 +0186 +0137

Cont+Shft+ n ð ð Alt+ 0240 +0 +0162
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